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The Championship Show – A good time had by All!! 
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2021 Board of Directors 

President:  Cookie Parsons 

Ljane77@hotmail.com 

Vice President: Robyn Nunnally 

 robynnunnally@aol.com 
Secretary Toni Meranda 

t.meranda@charter.net  

Treasurer: Evelyn Eidem 

evelyneidem@yahoo.com 

Membership: Carol Gonyo  (manual) 

 carolgonyo@gmail.com 
Awards: Joanne Smith 

Jsmith-1@Verizon.net 
Schooling Show: Lora Gibson  

lorahowgib@gmail.com 

Licensed Show: Toni Meranda 

t.meranda@charter.net 
Youth Chair: Charlene Jensen 

Chrisandcharlene@charter.net 

Scholarship: Janice Mumford 

janicemumford@gmail.com 
Clinics: Laura Celia 

Laura.celia@gmail 

Webmaster: Wendy Murray 

wendylianem@gmail.com 
Newsletter: Sarah Miller 

ttccorporation@aol.com 
Volunteer Coordinator: Whitney Kelso 

Horsegalwhit@gmail.com 

 

Members at Large:  
 Ray Penland  (Coggins) 

 penlandr@cox.net 
Sandy Toby,  

omdressage@gmail.com 
Kari Lantiegne  
shephk@yahoo.com 
 
VADA Rep:  
Robyn Nunnally,  

robynnunnally@aol.com 

Sandy Toby,  

omdressage@gmail.com 
 
Wendy Murray 

wendylianem@gmail.com 

 
 

 

2022 Board of Directors 

President: Cookie Parsons 

VP: Wendy Corrice 

Secretary: Toni Meranda 

Treasurer: Evelyn Eidem 

Awards: Rachel Leslie 

Scholarships: Janice Mumford 

Clinics/Programs: Laura Ceila 

Membership: Tammy Moore 

Newsletter: Sarah Miller 

Volunteers: Whitney Kelso 

JR/YR's: Charlene Jensen 

USDF Regional Shows: Toni Meranda 

Schooling Shows: Lora Gibson 

Members at Large: Joanne Smith, Amanda Petroski and Kim Bliefernich 

VADA Reps: Robyn Nunnally, Beth Rippel  and Sandy Toby 

Webmaster: Wendy Corrice 

 

 

mailto:Ljane77@hotmail.com
mailto:t.meranda@charter.net
mailto:evelyneidem@yahoo.com
mailto:carolgonyo@gmail.com
mailto:Jsmith-1@Verizon.net
mailto:Emilck31@gmail.com
mailto:t.meranda@charter.net
mailto:Chrisandcharlene@charter.net
mailto:janicemumford@gmail.com
mailto:Laura.celia@gmail.com
mailto:wendylianem@gmail.com
mailto:ttccorporation@aol.com
mailto:ttccorporation@aol.com
mailto:penlandr@cox.net
mailto:omdressage@gmail.com
mailto:shephk@yahoo.com
mailto:omdressage@gmail.com
mailto:wendylianem@gmail.com


2021 CBLM CHAMPIONSHIPS at Carolina Horse Park 

Monica and I have worked hard this year to get to this show and it really paid off. It has been a roller coaster ride with 

my musical Freestyle, some judges loved it and some preferred the more classical music. I love upbeat music so we went 

with the Meghan Trainor theme for our First Level ride. Well this crowd in NC loved it, the two judges loved it and we 

ended up with a 70.267% and Reserve Champion just .300% behind the Champions score…so close. This was my first 

victory gallop at a licensed show. I am kind of liking it! 

 

We stabled in a barn with quite a few warmbloods which towered over Monica so she was adopted as their official 

mascot for the show by their owners who were all so sweet. If you have never gone to Carolina Horse Park, you must go. 

The footing is fabulous, the stalls are all open with great ventilation and nice rubber mats.  So easy to keep your tack 

stalls clean. 

                        

Our second class on Friday was a regular class in Second Test 3. It was such a nice ride until Monica stumbled in the 

corner at the end of our three loop canter dropping that score to a 4 with a comment from the judge of “trotted, too 

bad”. Still we received a 63.750% for a fourth place. Her turns on the haunches were great with scores of 7’s. She does 

them so well.  



On Saturday we rode our second championship class Second Test 2. This was another good ride with a few mistakes. I 

should have practiced our halts before going in. All three halts in this test she took steps back. She left out one step in 

her turn on the haunches and her last walk/canter departure at “A” she took the wrong lead. Her shoulder was too far 

off the track with the wrong bend. I should have corrected but she is always so good about her canter leads (don’t take 

anything for granted).  We corrected but still received two 4’s from the judges giving us a final scores 62.744% for a sixth 

place. I am still very happy with her performance.  She was a good pony this weekend.  

 

          

Amanda came down with Sadie who has the same sire (Avanti) as Monica so I had to get a shot of them heading back to 

the barn. 

I can’t forget Kate Knick who came all the way down to coach Amanda Petroski so I took advantage of her presence to 

be our eyes on the ground for warm up on the second day. Thanks!! 

 



 



VADA MINUTES – October 28, 2021, via Zoom 

The meeting was called to order at 8:03 with representatives of all chapters. 

Participating:  Sheli King (VN); Sherri Booye (Charlottesville); Sandy Toby (Southeast); Bettina Longaker (Charlottesville); 
Karen Rice (Fredericksburg); Anne Draine (North East); Laura Nelson (Southwest); Alison Douglas (Central); Jessie 
Ginsburg (NOVA), Joanne Collins (Central); Jane Palmer (ShenVADA); Robyn Nunally (SVDA); Eleszabeth McNeel (C’ville) 
and members Nancy Lowey, Nancy Doody, Dianne Boyd, Rachel Rice, & Lisa Beckwith 

Anne Draine made a motion to accept the July minutes, which was seconded by Laura Nelson and unanimously 
approved. 

Treasurer’s Report – Jessie reported that we have a combined balance of approximately $200K.  This doesn’t reflect all 
the expenses of GAIG.   

2021 GAIGs:  Dianne thanked everyone who supported and volunteered at the show.  She said that VHC was on their 
“A” game which was really appreciated as this was the largest region championship that we’ve run.  The return of the 
Doggie Costume Contest was a big hit.  We had 19 vendors and took in $9680 in sponsorships.  (Thank you Nancy Doody 
and Nancy Lowey!)  Rachel Rice also thanked everyone who stepped up to volunteer.  As a reminder, volunteer hours 
will be posted on the portal so there is no need to request hours but please make sure to check the report.   

2022 VADA Yearly Awards –  Nancy Doody reported that the forms and information can be found on the VADA website.  
Banquet reservations are entirely online this year with payment thru Paypal.  As this is a plated lunch, we can’t allow 
reservations after the deadline.  The banquet will run from 11 till about 2.  Sheli reported because of supply chain issues, 
there will only be a choice of two awards for licensed and schooling show champions.  Reserve champion awards are still 
being determined.  Joanne Collins requests that each chapter send her their chapter volunteer hours by December 1st.  
Fliers have been sent to chapter reps to disseminate to their members.  

USDF Convention-  Thanks in part to the letter Sheli composed to the USDF board, the convention will be virtual again 
this year.  We need three delegates- Jessie, Sheli and Sandy were previously elected Region 1 delegates. .Anna Fox has 
expressed interest in being a GMO delegate and Tina will reach out to her.  The other two GMO delegates are Nancy 
Lowey and Nancy Doody. Lisa Goretta will be stepping down as President so their will be elections for President as well 
as the even numbered regional directors.  
Special Events Page on the website - We now have a section on the website where members can post events that may 
or may not be  Chapter events but still of interest.  Please contact Nancy Doody for submissions.   
Shel Gafford Award- Chapter Nominations are due to Sheli King by December 1st.  Forms and more information can be 
found on the VADA website.  
Capital Expenditures-  The new ring has been purchased and we’ve taken delivery along with a new set of letters.  We 
also purchased and received ten additional radios at $35 each. 
Region 1 Fall Meeting-  Will be held via zoom on November 17th at 7:30 pm.  The reps for the USDF convention need to 
attend.  Tina has requested that all VADA board reps also join.  
Other Business: Rachel Rice reported that MKR will again be handling the VIP awards for us and they have asked to be 
the VIP sponsor.  Jessie asked for more information and the topic will be revisited at the next meeting.  Joanne Collins is 
stepping down as the year end awards coordinator so there is an open call for someone to fill that position.  Thank you 
Joanne for your hard work.    
Chapter Updates: 
Fredericksburg – General membership meeting Nov 6th 
NEVADA – Schooling show on Nov 7th is full with a waiting list.  
NOVA – Schooling show championship will be held Nov 6th and is full.  

Southeast – Holding a clinic early November. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:03 pm.  
Next Meeting – Wednesday December 15th at 8 pm via Zoom.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Alison Douglas 



VADA Shel Gafford Memorial Award for 
EXCELLENCE IN SPORTMANSHIP 

Nomination deadline for 2021 Awards: December 1, 2021 

 For anyone not fortunate enough to have known Shel, he was not only a gifted horseman and successful competitor, but also a truly good sport and 

dedicated advocate to VADA.  Shel was a seasoned competitor, having won the Gold and Silver Individual Medals in his last two years as a Young 

Rider at the NAYRC.  He always rode to win, but never at the expense of his horse or another rider.  Rather than “psyching” his fellow competitors, 

Shel was more likely to offer a helping hand or wish them luck.  Furthermore, Shel was a tireless supporter of VADA.  He served as President during 

some of our Association’s most difficult and trying times.  It is largely due to his diplomacy and tenacity that VADA exists as it does today. 

 It is this spirit of unselfish good sportsmanship and generous volunteerism, which were so much a part of Shel’s nature, that VADA wishes to 

encourage and reward.  If you are aware of a VADA member who is: 1) Actively involved in any aspect of competition and/or VADA activities 

(eg. Rider, owner, trainer, coach, show mom/dad, spouse, offspring, VADA Board Member, VADA volunteer), 2) who consistently exhibits 

the characteristics of good sportsmanship and unselfish support of VADA, and 3) has not received the Shel Gafford award within the past 

10 years, please nominate that person for the Shel Gafford Award.  Include in your nomination the person’s name, chapter affiliation, and a brief 

statement (200 words or less) explaining why you feel your nominee is deserving of this award. Note that there is no requirement that each chapter 

submit a nomination or that a nominee be a member of the same chapter as the person submitting the nomination. 

 Nominations must be received by December 1st.  The slate of nominees will be sent to the President of each Chapter, who shall, using the 

method they determine, poll the members of their Chapter and select their Chapter's choice for the award.  In the event of a tie, the VADA Board of 

Directors shall select the winning nominee from the tied candidates.  Chapters MUST report their selections to Sheli King no later than January 

15.  The recipient will receive a special award and a check for $250.00. 

 Previous Winners 

1995—Debbie Bowman & Tina Longaker (CH) 2007—Janice Mumford (SVDA) 

1996—Ann Edwards (SVDA) 2008—Robin Dannels (Nova) 

1997—Nancy Lowey (CH) 2009— No nominations 

1998—Catherine Sutton (CH) 2010—Sharon Ackley (FR) & Gardy Bloemers (CH) 

1999—Molly Layfield (Cent) 2011—Candy Allen (Nova) 

2000—Marilyn Leonard (SVDA) 2012—Debbie Marriott (Nova) 

2001—Alison Head (Nova) 2013—Nicky Vogel (FR) 

2002—No nominations 2014—Alison Douglas (Cent) 

2003—No nominations 2015—Barbara Wiefelstede (Cent) 

2004—Barbara Ellis (FR) 2016—Robyn Nunnally (SVDA) 

2005—Jessie Ginsburg (Nova) 2017—Sherri Booye (CH) & Beth Rippel (SVDA) 

2006—Peggy Minnich (FR)  2018 – Michelle King (NOVA) 

2019 - Tina Longaker (CH)  2021 – Melyni Worth  

 



VADA Shel Gafford Memorial Award 

Nomination Form – MUST BE SUBMITTED VIA EMAIL! 

  

Nomination deadline for 2021 Awards: December 1, 2021 

  

  

Name of Nominee_________________________________ 

Chapter: ________________________________________ 

  

Nomination Submitted by:  

Brief statement of why you feel your nominee is deserving of this award: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Send nominations via email only to: 

Sheli King 

amking91@verizon.net 

703-868-9062 

mailto:amking91@verizon.net
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 A Scholarship Report By Tammy Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 



 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Riding with Carol   Part two – A scholarship report 

In the next two clinics with Carol we would start off by working on the stuff we had already done, first getting him to give at 
the base of his neck, jaw release and then lift his shoulder up, getting him out of the dirt. And last stepping off on the hide 
foot of my choosing.  This last part became very important in this lesson.  Because not only did my horse now have to 
step off on the correct foot, he had to put it under my seat. (A bit like a leg yield, but going nowhere.)  This was very hard 
at first, because my horse just wants to give you any answer to the question, not necessarily the correct answer.  Very 
much like the class clown in school who wasn’t paying attention in class and the teacher calls on him and he give the 
teacher a glib answer.  But the horse soon understood the question and found the answer, by placing his foot under my 
seat.  This pushed the power up to his shoulders and he came to the bit on his own.  The left was easy the right not so 
much.  He did eventually get there.  From there we would trot and then canter, whenever he lost the self-carriage we went 
back and started over.  It wasn’t long before my horse had figure out the plan. 
 So, to sum up my rides with Carol it was all about getting the horse to work each part of his body independently 
and then put them together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 



 Show schedule for 2022  As of Oct. 30, 2021 
March 
05/06 Raleigh Winter Dressage – Raleigh, NC 
12/13  
19/20   

26/27 March Magic Dressage – Williamston, NC 
 
April 
02/03 Springtime Dressage – Raeford, NC 
09/10  
16/17  
23/24 Prime Time Dressage – Raeford, NC 
30/30 Dressage at the Meadows I – Doswell, VA 
 
May 
01/01  Dressage at the Meadows II – Doswell, VA 
07/09  

14/15  Raleigh Spring Dressage – Raleigh, NC 
21/22 Lexington Spring Dressage – Lexington, VA 
28/29  
 
June 
04/05 Capital Dressage Classic – Raleigh, NC 
11/12 Summertime Blues – Pinehurst, NC 
 VADA/NOVA Summer – Leesburg, VA 
18/19 Virginia Summer Dressage – Culpeper, VA 
25/26 Dressage at the Park I & II – Raeford,NC 
 
July 
02/03  

09/10   

15/16/17    Dressage at Lexington – Lexington, VA 
23/24  

30/31  Raleigh Summer Dressage I & II 

   
August 
06/07  
13/14 Made in the shade I & II – Raeford, NC 
20/21  

27/28  
September 
03/04 NCDCTA Labor of Love I & II 
10/11 VADAF Dressage at Rosemont I & II – Spotsylvania, VA 
17/18   Tryon Fall Dressage 1 & 2 – Mill Spring, NC 
24/25  

October 
01/02  
08/09   
15/16  
23/24 
29/30  
November 
05/06  
12/13 
19/20 
26/27 

 

Volunteer Hours 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME 
Total 

Smith Joanne 
8 

Stewart Alison 
4 

Stokke-
Nelson Cathy 

17 

Sweetman Debbie 
26 

Toby Sandy 
30 

Walker Stephanie 
9 

Walters Hannah 
24.00 

 



Volunteer hours 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME 
Total 

Barczak Mary 
4 

Barnard Karen 
45 

Behrns Erin 
2 

Behrns Kylie 
2 

Bingham Sydney  
9 

Bliefernich Kim 
57 

Bliefernich Randy 
6 

Bouvier Kate 
11 

Bowden Debbie 
12 

Butterfield Aimee 
6 

Cannon Linda 
10 

Celia Laura 
8 

Cobb Jen 
9 

Corrice Wendy 
20 

Craney Linda 
15 

Darden Eileen 
20 

DeCant Sharon Dukes 
11 

Dennis Sydney Leigh 
8 

DeWilde Ellie 
4 

Hentnik 
Layla (Catherine 
Diehl) 

15 

Edmundson Reeta 
8 

Enoch Elise 
11 

Evelyn Melissa 
24 

Felton Barbara 
24 

Gardner Katherine 
22 

Gardner Skip 
6 

Gibson Lora 
51 

Gladden Laura 
3 

Gonyo Carol 
8 

Grimes Evelyn 
24 

Groszek Rachel 
7 

Hall Harriett 
28 

Harper Amanda 
21 

Hayden Stacy 
8 

Hehl Alexis 
5 

Henkle Addison 
8 

Henkle Alyssa 
8 

Hipp Pinky 
8 

Holbrook Darla 
10 

Hughes Ben 
8 

Hughes Aiden 
8 

Hughes Hope 
6 

James Tammy 
18 

Jamison Melissa 
10 

Jensen Charlene 
37 

Jensen Dahlia 
14 

Jensen Emma 
6 

Jensen Lynn 
2 

Kane Ken 
4 

Kelso Whitney 
43 

Knick Kate 
30 

Lantiegne Kari 
8 

Larson Bethany 
1 

Leslie Rachel 
17 

 

Lovejoy Michael 
12 

Martin Ingrid 
20 

Meeks Holly 
6 

Meranda Toni 
33 

Metz Christine 
10 

Miller Sarah 
21 

Miller Katie 
13 

Miller Ava 
6 

Mumford Janice 
14 

Mumford Janice 
3 

Naghiu Lisa 
12 

Needham Caroline 
35 

Nunnally Robyn 
19 

Owens Chris   
11 

Owens Katherine 
14 

Parsons Cookie 
108 

Payton Mary 
14 

Penland Ray 
8 

Petroski Amanda 
16 

Pettet Nancy 
25 

Pluim Roberta 
4 

Pope Eliana 
8 

Potter Chloe 
11 

Ripple Beth 
20 

Rouse Kathy 
8 

Shannon Randie 
8 

Shilling Julie 
12 

Simon Janai 
10 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


