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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE USDF CONVENTION                                                                                              
by Michelle King 

Things were so busy at the USDF Convention, held the week after Thanksgiving in Salt Lake City, that it took me a few 

days to make it outside of the hotel to see the spectacular holiday lights in Temple Square!  Given how much was going 

on, I thought it would be useful as a VADA GM Delegate to share some of the highlights with our members. 

MFS Qualifying Scores   
This was the topic that generated the most buzz all week long.  A rule change proposal was initiated by USDF and 

submitted to USEF to change the minimum score required to ride a Musical Freestyle from 60% at the highest test of the 

freestyle level or any test of a higher level to 63%.  USEF adopted this revision to DR 129.9 as an extraordinary rule 

change (pursuant to GR 152.3) with an effective date of December 1, 2018, to coincide with the start of the new test 

cycle.  Concern was expressed throughout the Convention regarding both the substance of the new rule, as well as the 

method used to adopt it.  This concern resulted in a motion that was presented at the Board of Governor’s meeting, 

requesting that the USDF Executive Board send a request to the USEF asking that they pass a new extraordinary rule 

change, rescinding the prior rule change and reinstating the 60% qualifying score requirement.  The motion passed 

overwhelmingly.  However, it is important to keep in mind that there is a process that even extraordinary rule changes 

must go through and this process takes time.  And of course, there is no way of telling whether the USEF will decide to 

move forward with this request.  So, the bottom line is this - until further notice, in order to ride a musical freestyle at a 

licensed show, you must first receive a qualifying score of 63% at the highest test of the level of the freestyle you wish to 

ride or any higher level. If you feel strongly about this rule change one way or the other, submit your comments to USEF. 

Increased GMO dues 
After many years without an increase, the USDF voted to raise the dues of GM members by $4.00, from $20 to $24.  This 

is the same % increase as the increase in Participating Member dues that took effect last year. The GM dues increase will 

take effect in 2020 and every GMO and Chapter will need to make a decision on how to handle the increase in its 

membership fee structure. 

New USDF Regional Schooling Show Awards Program    
 So, what am I going to get in return for this dues increase, you might ask?  One of the most exciting items rolled out at 

the Convention was the new USDF Regional Schooling Show Awards Program for USDF GM Members who participate in  
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schooling shows.  The program is still in draft form with some things still to be 

finalized, so I won’t go into a lot of details here, as some are still evolving.  What we 

do know is that the program will be effective in the 2020 competition year.  Riders 

must pay a nomination fee that will be good for a year and shows must also pay a 

small fee to participate.  There will be multiple divisions of riders (e.g., open, Jr/YR, 

etc.)  and multiple levels per division. Award standings will be tracked and calculated 

based on a rider’s region of residence in the USDF database, but scores can be 

earned at participating shows anywhere in the country.  Riders will be ranked against 

their peers and depending on their final placings, will be eligible for certificates and 

ribbons.  Check back (on usdf.org) in a few months for the final program details and 

in the meantime, if you have any comments on the draft program, please send them 

to kwright@usdf.org.    

 Safe Sport                                                                                                                                                                                

This was another topic that generated much discussion at the convention.  Several 

takeaways here.  First, this mandate stems from a Federal statute that applies to all 

Olympic sports, and so it is not going away.  Next, it is clear that some of the finer 

details about the program are still being fleshed out and I expect that we will have a 

lot more answers after the USEF Convention in January.  Finally, the bottom line – if 

you are a USEF Participating Member (PM), you must complete the current Safe 

Sport training program in order to be able to participate in any USEF activities, 

including competing at licensed shows.  The initial training takes about 90 minutes to 

complete (annual refreshers will be significantly shorter) and is the perfect thing to 

check off your to-do list on the next nasty winter day. 

On top of all these hot topics of discussion, add in many great educational 

opportunities and a gala awards banquet honoring George Williams for his service to 

the USDF as well as the silver medal winning US riders from the WEGs, and it really 

was an action packed 5 days.  If all of this sounds intriquing, mark your calendars 

now – next year’s convention will again be the week after thanksgiving in Savannah – 

much closer and much warmer than Salt Lake City! 
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SVDA 2019 Calendar 
 NEW TEST CLINIC- 2019 USEF Tests – Training though 4th LL 8:00 am. – 5:00 pm. 

Sunday, January 6, 2019, Sarkozi Training Center, 1492 Pleasant Ridge Road, Virginia Beach, VA 

Schooling Show Schedule 
Date    Location     Judge       Open    Close 
03/24/19 Epps Farm  Wanja Gerlarch   2/25/19         3/11/19 

04/21/19 Merry Oaks Stable Margaret Little   3/25/19          4/8/19 
05/19/19 TBA   TBA     4/22/19          5/6/19 
06/09/19 Peace Haven Farm TBA     5/13/19            5/27/19 
07/07/19 Terra Ceia  Sandy Toby    6/10/19          6/24/19 
07/21/19 TBA   TBA     6/24/19          7/08/19  
08/25/19  TBA   TBA     7/29/19          8/12/19 
09/22/19 Bridlewood Estates TBA     8/26/19         9/09/19 
10/27/18 TBA   @ “C” TBA    9/30/19        10/14/19 
     @ “E” TBA 

 Licensed Show 2019 
March 30/1 2019 – March Magic, Williamston 

4/13.14  Williamston Spring Dressage, Williamston NC 

5/10.11.12 Dressage at the Meadow, Doswell, VA 

6/1.2  Capital Classic, Raleigh, NC 

7/12.13.14 Dressage @ Lexington – VADA 

7/27.28  Raleigh Summer I & II, Raleigh NC 

8/31-9/1  NCDCTA Labor of Love I & II, Raleigh NC 

9/14.15  Rosemont I & II,   

10/3.4.5.6 GAIGs @ Williamstom  

10/11.14 CBLM  Lexington, VA 

Sanctioned schooling shows 
Wakefield Airfield 4-H Center 
Crescent Bay Pony club 
 

 

Here is your chance to 

have some input on where 

we should have the 

Championship show, 

please email Pinky Hipp 

with your suggestion at 

Pinkyhippp@gmail.com 
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Subject: VADA Shel Gafford Memorial Award 

I would like to nominate Dr. Laura Nelson for this award. In the time 
that I have known Laura, she has done more volunteering than 
anyone else I know. She does work with the pony club kids and 
always promotes safety and good sportsmanship. She always 
takes time to volunteer at both SWVADA and VADA events as a 
manager, a ring steward, a scribe or a scorer. She has been an 
active participant in our sport in SW Virginia since SWVADA was 
founded. Please consider Laura for this award for 2018. 

 

  



VADA  

Annual Awards Banquet 

Sunday, February 10th, 2019 

 Pippin Hill Farm & Vineyards 

5022 Plank Road 

North Garden, VA  22959 

434-202-8063 

 
Reception starts at 11 am with buffet lunch beginning at noon 

$35 per person 
Banquet reservations must be received by January 31st, 2019 

 
More information and a complete list of awards are available on the VADA website.  

 
Name(s) of attendees ____________________________________________ 

                                   

                                   ____________________________________________ 

                                    

                                   ____________________________________________ 

 

                                   _____________________________________________ 

 

                                   _____________________________________________ 

 
Contact address ________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone/Email  ___________________________________________ 

(Important in case of inclement weather) 

Total number of people   _______    X $35 = Amount enclosed __________ 

Interested in volunteering at the banquet?    YES/NO 

 

Make checks payable to VADA 

 

Send your check and reservation form to: 

Alison Douglas 11909 Halcyon Way Prince George, VA 23875 

(804) 339-7495 cell    

 

 

 



 VADA 12-12-18 Meeting Minutes 
Teleconference 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:01pm.     Present were Tina Longaker (C’vlle) – V-Pres, Alison Head (NOVA)- Pres, 

Alison Douglas (Central) – Sec’y, Meredith McGrath (SWAVDA), Dianne Boyd (NOVA), Marie Taylor (Central), Sheli King 

(NOVA), Beth Rippel (SVDA), Robyn Nunnally (SVDA), Sandy Toby (SVDA), Susan Ellis (NE), Nancy Lowey (C’ville), Anne 

Draine (NE), Angie Stanaway (NE) 

The meeting was called to order at 8:01 pm.  

A motion was made by Anne Draine and seconded by Meredith McGrath to accept the minutes from the last meeting. 

Treasurer’s report: Via email, Jessie reported that the combined balances are around 157K. This is the time of year big 

bills come in- insurance, banquet, year-end awards and ribbons.   

Licensed Shows- Dianne reported that she is lining up judges and Tina reported that she has submitted the licensing for 

the fall show.  

Annual Awards Banquet is the 10th of February.  This will be our first year at Pippin Hill Winery.  The committee reported 

that we are choosing awards and ordering ribbons. The online auction will be up after the first of the year.  

Shell Gafford- We will be sending out the nominations to the chapters and votes are due back to Tina by January the 

10th.   

USDF Convention- The USDF voted to increase qualifying scores for musical freestyles from 60 to 63%.  It now has to be 

approved by the USEF as an extraordinary rule change. The USDF Board of Governors asked USDF to ask USEF to rescind 

the rule change and a resolution is pending.  In 2020 the dues for GMO will increase by $4. There is going to be a new 

schooling show awards recognition program that members will have to sign up for. There will be a fee for both the rider 

and the chapter putting on the show.  Details are still being worked out and this will be for 2020 as well. Next year’s 

convention will be in Savannah, Ga.  

Safe Sport Program with USEF- Chapters will probably have to amend by-laws-more to follow.  This can also affect any 

USEF member who is a volunteer at a licensed show.  To be a member of USEF in good standing, they will have had to 

gone thru the Safe Sport program.  Managers and secretaries also have to do the background check.   

Chapter Challenge is August 3rd at Morven Park in Leesburg.  

Next meeting will be held the at the banquet on February 10th at 10 am.   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:48pm.      

 

Respectfully, Alison Douglas 

 
  
  
  
  
  

• Advertise with SVDA  

• All ads must be submitted as they 

are to appear 

• in the newsletter. 
• SIZE PER ISSUE PER YEAR 

• FULL PAGE $15.00 $150.00 

• HALF PAGE $10.00 $100.00 

• QUARTER PAGE $7.50 $75.00 

• BUSINESS CARD $5.00 $50.00 

• CLASSIFIEDS $5.00 $50.00 
 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classified Ads 
 

Looking for good barn help.... 

Part-time employee position available in Suffolk VA. I am looking for a working student or a part-
employee entails 20/25 hours per week in exchange for lessons, training, and or board of one horse, 
or lessons lessons/possible showing on one of our horses and possible housing on the farm or pay. 
Duties: feeding, mucking, turn-out, general barn chores, dispensing medication/supplements 
(blankets/fly sheets etc) AM/PM FEEDINGS. This position is ideal for a collage student or semi retired 
person.  

Contact Sandy at 757-582-2938 or omdressage@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember…… 
Please be aware that for all schooling shows and clinics sponsored by SVDA - a CURRENT 
negative coggins must be received or you will not be allowed to participate. SVDA must 
submit a report listing all horses, owners and coggins accession numbers to the Va Dept of 
Agriculture for every sponsored event. We can not make exceptions. So please get your 
coggins drawn early to allow processing time so that we don't have to refuse your 
participation on the day of a show or clinic. 
Schooling Show Entry Secretaries are not responsible for up loading your coggins 
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2019 calendar 
3/2.3   

3/9.10 

3/16.17    

3/23.24  SVDA Schooling Show TBA 

3/30.31  March Magic, Williamston NC 

4/6.7   

4/13.14  Williamston Spring Dressage, Williamston NC 

4/20.21  SVDA Schooling Show TBA 

4/27.28    

5/4.5   

5/10.11.12 Dressage at the Meadow, Doswell, VA 

5/18.19  SVDA Schooling Show TBA 

5/25.26   

6/1.2  Capital Classic, Raleigh, NC 

6/8.9  SVDA Schooling Show TBA 

6/15.16  VA. Summer Dressage  

6/22.23   

6/29.30 

 7/6.7  SVDA Schooling Show TBA 

7/12.13.14 Dressage @ Lexington - VADA 

7/20.21  SVDA Schooling Show TBA 

7/27.28  Raleigh Summer I & II, Raleigh NC 

8/3.4 

8/10.11  VADA – CH @ Culpeper,  

8/17.18   

8/24.25  SVDA Schooling Show TBA 

8/31-9/1  NCDCTA Labor of Love I & II, Raleigh NC 

9/7.8  

9/14.15  Rosemont I & II,   

9/21.22  SVDA Schooling Show TBA 

9/28.29 

10/3.4.5.6 GAIGs Williamston, NC  

10/12.13  CBLM  Lexington, VA 

10/19.20 SVDA General Membership Meeting 

10/26.27 SVDA Schooling Show TBA 

11/2.3 

11/9.10 

11/16.17 

11/23.24 

11/30 12/1 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


